What is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI)?
A Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) is a mission-driven financial organization dedicated to expanding access to capital and financial services for individuals, entrepreneurs, and businesses in underserved communities. CDFIs help create economic opportunity by providing financing that may not be available through traditional financial institutions.
How Do CDFIs Make a Difference?
CDFIs invest directly in local communities by helping businesses grow, creating jobs, supporting entrepreneurs, and strengthening neighborhoods. Their work helps ensure that individuals and small businesses have access to the financial resources they need to succeed.
What Makes a CDFI Different?
To become a certified CDFI, an organization must be certified by the U.S. Department of the Treasury's CDFI Fund and meet specific requirements, including:
· Having a primary mission of community development. 
· Providing responsible financial products and services. 
· Serving one or more low-income or underserved communities. 
· Remaining accountable to the communities they serve. 
· Operating as a legal, non-governmental organization. 
A National Network Creating Local Impact
Across the country, certified CDFI’s including loan funds, community banks, credit unions, and venture capital funds, work together to expand economic opportunity. Through business financing, affordable lending, and community investment, CDFIs help revitalize neighborhoods and support long-term economic growth.
CEZC: Investing in Cumberland County
As a certified Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), Cumberland Empowerment Zone Corporation (CEZC) is committed to putting our community first. We provide access to capital, business loans, technical assistance, and educational resources that empower entrepreneurs, strengthen local businesses, create jobs, and promote sustainable economic growth throughout Cumberland County.

